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Alfred "Dutch” Schultz and MG John M. Curran discuss Schultz's WWII

flying experiences with the AAHF's L-4B "Janey" in the background.

o one seems to remember
Nwhethcr a World War Il-vin-

tage Army L-4B Grasshopper
had ever landed on Howze Field,
the parade ground at Fort Rucker,
Ala. But one did, recently, and it
was followed by a U-10 Helio
Courier, an OH-13 Sioux, an OH-6
Cayuse, a UH-1 Iroquois and an
AH-1 Cobra.

The arrival of the historic aircraft
— all part of the Army Aviation
Heritage Foundation (AAHF) —
was something of a command per-
formance. By way of an invitation

from MG John M. Curran, chief of

the Aviation Branch and comman-
der of Fort Rucker, and AAAA's
Cairns Chapter, the aircraft fly-in
and static display supported several
post events.

The arrival of the historic
aireraft — all part of the
Army Aviation Heritage
Foundation (AAHF) — was
something of a command
performance.

The aircraft provided a distinctive
backdrop for the "Honor Eagle"
ceremony, during which Curran
presented awards and retirement
certificates to military and civilian
personnel. Following the ceremony
the aircraft were repositioned near-
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by on the field. There they were on
static display as part of the post's
annual Retiree Appreciation Days
and AAAA Chili Cook-Off. Re-
tirees and their spouses participat-
ing in the retiree event, and the gen-
eral public attending the chili com-
petition, delighted in viewing the
beautifully restored vintage aircraft
and talking to crewmembers.

One of the very special moments
in the two-day event was Curran's
presentation of the Civilian
Superior Service Award to Army

Chili Cook-Off events.

The Army Aviation Heritage Foundation
aircraft and booth supported Fort
Rucker's Retiree Appreciation Days and +#
Army Aviation Association of America

aviation pioneer and AAHF mem-
ber Alfred "Dutch" Schultz. The
former Army aviator spent the day
alongside "Janey," an authentic
WWII L-4B fully restored to repli-
cate the one he flew during WWII
fighting in North Africa, Sicily,
Italy, France and Germany. Named
for Schultz's college sweetheart
(and later wife of more than 50
years), "Janey" carried GEN
George Patton, field commanders
and artillery observers of the 3rd
Infantry Division safely until the
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war's end.

Schultz — wearing his WWII uni-
form cap, captain's bars, liaison pilot
wings and recently awarded medal —
took time to talk with the public and
autograph his book "Janey: A Little
Plane in a Big War."

After the crowds left and the chili
tents and other equipment had been
dismantled and cleared from the
field, it was time for the AAHF
Legacy Flight to return to Tara Field
south of Atlanta. "Janey" was the
first to depart. 1 saw Dutch leaning
against a red pickup truck watching
as 72-year-old Bill James, her pilot,
applied the throttle for takeoff.
Dutch didn't need to speak ... his
eyes told of the emotion he was feel-
ing at that moment.
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Richard R. Teipel is the Cairns
Chapter public affairs officer.

The Army
Aviation Heritage
Foundation

The Army Aviation Heritage
Foundation (AAHF) was
organized in 1977 by a group
of concerned citizens and
veterans to improve the pub-
lic's awareness of Army avia-
tion and its professionals.
Utilizing flyable historic Army
aircraft, the AAHF tells the
story of Army aviation to the
public through countrywide
educational presentations.

To secure the long-term suc-
cess of the first-of-a-kind orga-
nization, the Foundation has:

® Incorporated as a domes-
tic, nonprofit corporation.

@ Received IRS approval as
a 501 (c)(3) public education-
al foundation (making dona-
tions of money and equip-
ment deductible under IRS
guidelines).

@ Qualified to receive federal
surplus property and supplies
through the state of Georgia.
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The Weapon Most
Feared by the

North Viethamese Soldiers

By MG Ben L. Harrison (Ret.)

"Ripcord: Screaming Eagles Under
Siege, Vietnam 1970," by Keith W. Nolan,
tells the story of the last major battle fought
by U.S. ground forces in the Vietnam War,
in 1970. It was fought by the 3rd Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, on the high
ground near the A Shau Valley.

"I've never read a better account of a
battle," said Stephen Ambrose about
Nolan's book. There are many percep-
tions of the Vietnam War, and probably
even more misperceptions. Nolan gives it
to you straight. After writing nine books
about the war, Nolan said: "l have never
encountered a Vietnam battle as dramat-
ic, tragic, convoluted and bewildering as
Ripcord." Over a three-year period of
intense research, Nolan conducted hun-
dreds of interviews in person and via
mail, e-mail and telephone, and went
through thousands of documents in the
National Archives.

| was the brigade commander during
Ripcord, so Nolan and | had dozens of
interchanges during his writing of the
book. It is common knowledge that retired
general officers can recall with precise
clarity the details of events that never
happened. Nolan's rule that "facts" must
be verified by at least three sources prob-
ably explains why some of my input to an
early draft did not make the final publica-
tion. My long-winded point is that you do
not have the "whole story" of Ripcord, but
what you do have in this superb book is
true and accurate.

What gives me the most genuine gratifi-
cation with this book is Nolan's telling the
individual stories of 356 real soldiers!
Shocking, heartbreaking, inspiring; these
stories help you to understand the outrage
of GEN Dwight Eisenhower when he blast-
ed a war correspondent, saying: "l get so
eternally tired of the lack of understanding
of what the infantry soldier endures ... | get
so fighting mad because of the general
lack of appreciation of real heroism, which
is the uncomplaining acceptance of unen-
durable conditions... ."

"Ripcord” is not about the Vietnam War.
it is about one four-and-a-half-month-long
battle in a 10-year war, fought by just one
of the 24 American brigades that fought in
Vietnam. It is about conventional war, not
counterinsurgency war. The enemy troops
we engaged during Ripcord were uni-
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formed North Vietnamese regulars who
outnumbered us at least 10 to one — and
they were well supported with heavy mor-
tars, heavy machine guns, recoilless rifles
and rocket-propelled grenades.

You will be saddened by this book, as
was |. But you will also be filled with
absolute and total pride in the young
Americans who answered their country's
call to duty — they fought and bled, and
some died, but most persevered in the
finest traditions of the American military.

The major disappointment of the book
was the very limited description of the
North Vietnamese Army (NVA) side of the
battle. The author limited his description of
North Vietnamese forces involved in
Ripcord to the official U.S. estimate of six
to eight NVA battalions. My personal esti-
mate at the time was a minimum of 10
NVA battalions (though my later research
revealed that initial estimate to be very,
very conservative).

Several requests were made of the
Vietnamese Embassy in Washington
seeking information about the North
Vietnamese forces engaged in the Ripcord
battle. An unfilled promise was all that we
got from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

A chance meeting with LTG Teddy Allen
(Ret.) at the April 2000 national convention
of the Army Aviation Association of
America brought a sparkling new ray of
hope in our quest for the North
Vietnamese view. Allen said he was doing
business in Vietnam and had made sever-
al visits there. | told him of our predicament
and he said he would try and help.

Two weeks later Allen put me in touch
with Col. Nguyen Ba Van (Ret.), who was
living in Cu Chi. Van said | would need the
help of the American ambassador in Hanoi
in order to get the assistance of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry
of Defense. Several communications and
months later, | was scheduled to visit
Vietnam in early March. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs suggested that | change
the visit to late April. Nine days before |
was to depart, the Ministry said that would
not be a good time, so | changed the dates
to June 1 to 11, 2001.

With most of the leads developing after
| got to Vietnam and teamed up with Col.
Pham Van Dinh, | was able to interview six
officers of the Peoples Army of Vietnam
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(PAVN) who in 1970 fought in the Ripcord bat-
tle. All of the interviews are covered in my
forthcoming book, A View From Hanoi: The
North Vietnamese Army at the Battle for Fire
Support Base Ripcord.

The interview that | think the readers of
Army Aviation will find most interesting was
with Brig. Gen. Bui Pham Ky, deputy com-
mander and political officer of the 324 Division
in 1970. Here are a few key excerpts:

KY was the only officer that the Foreign
Press Center (FPC) of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs arranged for me to interview
in Hanoi. The interview was conducted at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the inter-
preter was the FPC's Mr. Nguyen The
Cuong. My personal interpreter was turned
away at the door and not allowed to be in the
room! Seated to Ky's left was a man in civil-
ian clothes, whom | presumed to be from the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. Seated to Ky's
right was an officer in uniform, whom | pre-
sumed to represent the Minister of Defense.

Ky did not look happy to be there. | asked
him where the 324 Div. headquarters was dur-
ing the Ripcord battle. He immediately turned
to the left and conferred with the man in mufti
before he would give an answer, and so it

went for virtually every question.

Ky eventually said the division headquar-
ters was just north of the U.S. fire support
base (FSB) Barnett. He explained that the
area northwest and south of Barnett con-
tained considerable NVA logistical caches
and facilities, hospitals and bivouac sites.
This is the area where LTC Chuck Shay took
his 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry, "STRIKE
FORCE" and did such a superb job of locat-
ing and destroying the base area. This val-
ley was the scene for John Delveccio's
superb novel, "The 13th Valley," where he
most poignantly described the 2/502's fierce
firefights with the NVA and the miserable
struggle with the jungle and seemingly end-
less days in the boonies.

Ky was asked which of our weapons sys-
tems was more effective — close air support
by jet aircraft or helicopter gunships? He did
not say helicopter gunships, he quickly said:
"The AH-1 Cobra!" He went on to point out
that the jet aircraft had great difficulty hitting
their targets in the mountains.

Ky said that the NVA troops did not worry
about B-52s. They frequently learned of
planned bombings by listening to U.S. radio
transmissions. They also knew that when U.S.

troops started backing out of an area a B-52
strike might be coming, so they also left the
area. When they saw helicopters flying in the
area they assumed there were no B-52 or
heavy artillery attacks coming very soon.

Ky said his troops had detailed knowl-
edge of FSB Ripcord, pointing out that it was
first established in 1968. When asked about
his plan of attack for Ripcord Ky said, almost
too quickly, that they used the tactics
learned from higher headquarters. He
explained these as:

o Besiege.

e Infiltrate the approach.

o Attack with infantry.

@ Block all enemy reinforcement routes.

@ Quickly withdraw.

Others have explained NVANVC tactics as
"Four Fast and One Slow," meaning "Fast
Advance, Fast Assault, Fast Clearance of the
Battlefield and Fast Withdrawal, with all
actions based on Slow Preparation." These
two explanations are not consistent, and that
is why they are both believable. Ky described
preparation with a long "Besiege" and
"Infiltrate the Approach” instead of "Fast
Assault." Asmart enemy uses the tactics that
fit the situation. ]

arrivals/departures

MAJOR GENERALS
Thomas, John D.,Jr., 12906 Sturbridge Road,
Woodbridge, VA 22192.

COLONELS
Hildreth, Bradford C., 389 Meadow Hill Road,
Fort Worth, TX 76108 EM: khildr7176@aol.

Md(unnun, Alton C.,Jr, 6754 Marshall Street,
Fort Hood, TX 76544.

LT. COLONELS
Cooper, James K.,
Madisonville, KY 42431,
Davis, B. Shannon, 5624 Bacydlo Street, Fort
Polk, LA 71459.EM: bshannonda@aol.com
Gehler, Christopher, 435 Lionshead Road,
Fayette_\lulle. NC 28311.EM: gehlerc@bragg.
army.mi

MAJORS

Bonnell, Brett L., 1203 Cobblestone Lane,
Clarksville, TN 37042.EM: debonnell@aol.com
Brown, Randall K., 114 Lauren's Lane,
Savannah, GA 31419.EM: rkbrown@hangray.

com

Forbes, Alfred R., P.O. Box 162075, Atianta,
GA30321.

525‘6"5 Mark A., 103 Birch Court, Ozark, AL
Korynta, Daryl, 2420 Angus Drive, Bismarck,
ND 58504

Mathias, Steven D., 27 Hunt Street, Fort
Bragg, NC 28307 EM: mahas@prudtgynei
Mattner, Matthew E., 542d MED CO (AA),
Unit 15705, APO AP 96208.EM: dustoff_6
hotmail.com

McHugh, John M., CMR 408, Box 408, APO
AE 09182.EM: john.mchugh@?12avnbde.
army.mil

Sauer, John C., 315 Pope Ave. Apt. 7, Fort
Leavenworth, KS 66027.EM:
john.sauer@maxwell.af.mil

Shenk, Michael L., 2605 Limerick Lane,
Clarksvile, TN 37042.EM: michael.shenk@
us.amy.mil

Smart, Peter H., 197 Northwood Drive,
Harvest, AL 35749.EM: petersman@uh.red-
stone.army.mil

Webster, James D., 2643 St. Mary's Street,

1016 Ballard Lane,

Raleigh, NC 27609.EM: james.webster@nc.
ngb.army.mil

Wolfe, Chns F.,, 89 3rd Infantry Road, Fort
Leavenworth, KS 66027,

CAPTAINS

Bratt, Richard M., 3102 Achey Drive,
Enterprise, AL 36330.EM: mbrati@junc.com
Campbell, Timothy A., 9110 Kirkleigh Lane,
Spring, TX 77379.EM: timkzn@aol.com or
tcampbe@has.ci.houston.tx.u

Cheney, Il, David R., 1701 Thistiewood Drive,
Clarksville, TN 37042.EM: davecii@aol.com
DeBock, Michael R, PO. Box 6439, Fort
Hood, TX 76544 EM: cmdebock@earthlink net
Doremus, Darrell A, 3216 Tabby Drive,
Clarksville, TN 37042. EM: doremusdt@
earthlink.net

Ingram, Paul H., 2830 Quail Cove, Enterprise,
AL 36330.EM: paul.ingram@rucker.amy.mil
Johnson, Ryan W., 3477 Thorndike Dr.,
Fayetteville, NC 28311.EM: rejrwj@yahoo.com
Ortiz, Pete Jr, 1306A Alaska Avenue, Fort
Campbell, KY 42223,

Taylor, Roshawna M., HQ USAREUR ODC-
SOPS AVN DV, CMR 420 Box 623, APO AE

09063.

Van Zant, Charles E., P.O. Box 2206,
Keystone Heights, FL 32656.EM: csvan-
zant@juno.com

1ST LIEUTENANTS
Soignet, Ralph J., 500 West Aiport Blvd., Apt.
601, Sanford, FL 32773.EM: rjsjr76@aol.com

2ND LIEUTENANTS

Buckner, Boyce R., 404 Choctaw Road,
Enterprise, AL 36330.

Button, Kyle J., 202 Wimbledon Drive,
Enterprise, AL 363 30,

Gauthier, Jennifer C., 607 Wildwood Drive,
Enterpnse AL 36330,

Guinn, Jonathan D., 104 West Briar Drive,
Enterprise, AL 36330.EM: guinnbar@hot-
mail.com

Huber, Jacob D., 203 Woodrun, Enterprise,
AL 36330.EM: jacobhuber@hotmail.com
Krug, Travis B., 104 Mohawk Drive,
Enterprise, AL 36330.

Oleksiak, Katherine A, 188 Cobb Terace,
Rochester, NY 14620.EM: eye8no@aol.com

Simmons, Jason A., 505 Briarwood Drive, B-6,
Enterprise, AL 36330.EM: alansimmons@
iluv2fly.com

SERGEANTS
Macfarlane, Mark SGT, Box 5249, Wheeler
AAF, HI 96854.

SPECIALISTS
Williams, Patrick L. SFC, 195 Randolph
Road, Cadiz, KY 42211.

CW5s/MW4s

Lund, John R., P.O. Box 10374, Fort Irwin, CA
92310.

CW4s

Choate, Donald R., 11 Howard Street, Fort
g‘ljvcla‘gr AL 36362,EM: don-choate@juno.com
Pais, Rodney L., 2160 E. Fry Bivd, PMB #283,
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635.EM: rpais@usa.net
WO1s

Bolton, Evan A., B Co, 1/145, CMR 3, Box
16160, Fort Rucker, AL 36362.

Clark, James K., P.O. Box 12710, Colorado
Springs, CO 80913.

Gladden, Mylon C., 11 Ames Lane, Fort
Rucker, AL 36362.EM: mgladden71@hot-
mail.com

Mertens, Shawn G,
Clarksville, TN 37042.

PRIVATES

West, James H. PFC, 19940 Selby Road,
Waynesvile, MO 65583.EM: brayo3Shoy@
yahoo.com

CIVILIAN

Botticello, Tony, LME, Inc., 11832 Fishing
Point, #600 Newport News, VA 23606.
Bradford, Mike, AEPCO, 7500 South Pkwy,
Ste 315A. Huntsville, AL 35802.

Byron, Curtis L., 403 Broken Arrow Dr,
Enterprise, AL 36330,

Cerri, Sarah B., Mary Baldwin College, P.O.
Box 5-0221, Staunton, VA 24401.

Davis, Ed, LME, Inc., 6700 Odyssey Dr, Ste
201, Huntsville, AL 35806.

Grummt, Otto C., LME, Inc., 11104 Flora Lee
Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039.

Harp, Don, LME, Inc., 6700 Odyssey Dr, Ste

1227 Kendall Drive,

201, Huntsville, AL 35806.

Kallman, Tom J., 4 North Street, Waldwick, NJ

07463.EM: tk@kallman.com

Keane, Rocky, LME, Inc., 11832 Fishing

Point, #600, Newport News, VA 23606,

Mackey, Karla B., Mary Baldwin College, Box

140, Staunton, VA 24401.

Meadows, Emest D., P.O. Box 2682, West

Point, NY 10997,

Moore, Brev, LME, Inc., 1356 Cape St. Claire

Road, Annapolls MD 21401,

Moore, Norman R Jr, 14590 White Birch

Valley, Chesterfield, MO 63017.EM: nmoore
drc.com

Peterson, Tim, LME, Inc., 6700 Odyssey Dr,

Ste 201, Huntsville, AL 35806.

Polk, Bert, LME, Inc., 1356 Cape St. Claire

Road, Annapolis, MD 21401.

Schnaare, Lisa K., 151 Henson Drive,

Huntsville, AL 35811.EM: Ischnaare@avion-

inc.com

Shupe, Norman K., Cubic Defense Systems,

102 Dixon Avenue, Elberon, NJ 07740.EM:

nshupe@monmouth.com

Weeks, J.C., LME, Inc., 11832 Fishing Point,

#600, Newport News, VA 23606.

Woods-Allen, Dana L., Mary Baldwin College,

Box 216, Staunton, VA 24401,

RETIRED/OTHER

Bissell, Norman M. COL, VMIVWIL Chap
Pres., 59 Hall Circle, Lexington, VA 24406.EM;
mbissell@mbc.edu

Cooksey, James K. LTC, 4912 Brenda Drive,
Orlando, FL 32812.

Hannah, John A. Mr., 254 Lee Road 309,
Phenix City, AL 36870.EM: johnahannah@
hotmail.com

Kleiner, Martin S. COL, 2706 Longspur Way,
Pleasanton, CA 94566.EM: mskcfk@cs.com
McElwee, William LTC, 5 Cotesby Lane,
Savannah, GA 31411.

Smith, Jack M. CW4, P.O. Box 870164,
Wasilla, AK 99687,

Van Rope, Jeffrey W. MAJ, 108 Lakeside
Drive, Enterprise, AL 36330.EM: jeffrey.van-
rope@boeing.com
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